
DES 319 Pedro Neves
pneves2@uic.edu

Monday / Wednesday
9:00–11:40 am

Course Description: 
Creative Coding and Typography. Using a scripting library called basil.js, students will have the possibility of extending 
Adobe InDesign through programming. Basil.js is a tool to kick off interest in creative coding within InDesign, expand 
existing typographic knowledge, and open a path of further exploration and experimentation. Latest course information: 
http://pedroneves.info/T/S1920/DES319/

Course Policies:  
Attend every class and be on time.
Turn off mobile devices and laptops during lectures and discussions.
No eating or open beverage containers.
Demonstrate interest in and enthusiasm for the discipline—your chosen course of study!  
 
Course Objectives and Goals. Upon completing this course, you will be able to: 
Manipulate advanced typographic features in digital environments. 
Write simple scripts and form your own algorithms. 
Create tools and define rules to generate typographic systems or systematic typographic manipulations. 
Develop logical and mathematical reasoning, applying it in the design process.

Electronic Communication: 
E-mail will be used for correspondence between the instructor and students. I will periodically send e-mail announce-
ments, reminders, or instructions to the class. You may contact me by e-mail if you have important questions or thoughts 
regarding the class or a project. I will do my to best to reply in a timely manner. We will use a Box folder (access with UIC 
user name and password) for weekly reviews and submissions of project work. Specific submission instructions and 
deadlines will be described in assignment sheets or in class.
 
Required books and supplies:
Come to class prepared. Always have your personal computer, storage media, and software installed.

Course Schedule (subject to change): 
Week 1-2: Introduction to digital typography: advanced Adobe inDesign tools and features. 
Week 3-4: Javascript basics: variables, if statements, loops and functions.
Week 5-10: Basil.js: programming and expanding the traditional InDesign environment. 
Week 11: Spring break;
Week 12-14: Group project research and development: online media API → printed matter;
Week 15: Final presentation / submission.

Attendance Policy:
Students who are actively engaged in class sessions are more likely to be successful. You are expected to attend each 
class session and to be on time. If you are sick, especially contagious, do not come to class. This is an excused absence. 
Notify the instructor via email. 
 
Students who accumulate 3 or more unexcused absences may be asked to withdraw from class and/or risk receiving a 
failing grade. After 2 unexcused absences your grade may be adjusted downward one letter grade for each additional 
absence. 
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Assignment make-up/revision policy: 
All work must be received by the set deadlines. Late or incomplete work will not be accepted, except in extreme circum-
stances, with the instructor’s approval.  

Grading: 
Grading is based on the conceptual approach and the aesthetic quality and craft of the work, as evidenced in finished 
pieces; and the path of research and/or process of design exploration pursued to achieve the finished pieces, as 
evidenced by work in process, attendance, and class participation. 
As part of the course requirements, you must submit the final versions of the assignments in digital form (.PDF) or 
appropriate digital documentation, as JPEGs or similar file types. Can be adjusted accordingly. This is due at finals. 
Failure to do so may result in an incomplete or unsatisfactory grade. 

Grading Percentages:
Project development / Research process / Sketches (60%);
Final execution / Output (30%);
In class participation and preparation (10%);
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AA  
work of exceptional 
quality and craft

level of interest  
and quality of research 
exceeds expectations

deep understanding  
of material and 
concepts presented  
active/enthusiastic 
class participation,
perfect attendance

BB 
work of overall good 
quality and craft

level of interest  
and quality of research 
meets expectations

clear understanding  
of material and 
concepts presented 
attentive/open class 
participation,
good attendance

CC 
work of average  
quality and craft

level of interest  
and quality of 
research is minimal

understanding of 
material and concepts 
presented is uncertain  
class participation is
minimal, inconsistent 
attendance

DD 
work of poor quality 
and craft

level of interest  
and quality of research 
is poor

lacks understanding  
of material and 
concepts presented  
class participation  
is nonexistent 
weak attendance

FF 
work is incomplete  
or missing

no demonstrated 
interest or evidence of 
research

no understanding of 
material and concepts 
presented  
class participation  
is nonexistent
poor attendance
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University Information and Policies 

 
Religious Holidays
Students who intend to observe a religious holiday shall notify their instructor of the date when they will be absent by the 
tenth day of the semester. The faculty member shall make every reasonable effort to honor the request, and not penalize 
the student for missing the class. A listing of academic year holidays and religious days of special observance can be 
found at: https://oae.uic.edu/religious-calendar/ 

Disabilities Service Notification 
UIC is committed to maintaining a barrier-free environment so that individuals with disabilities can fully access programs,  
courses, services, and activities at UIC. Students with disabilities who require accommodations for full access and 
participation in UIC Programs must be registered with the Disability Resource Center (DRC). Please contact DRC at (312) 
413-2183 (voice) or (312) 413- 0123 (TDD).

Campus Safety
UIC is strongly committed to public safety. Students should learn what programs and services are available in case of an 
emergency. You are always DISCOURAGED from staying in university buildings alone after hours and are ENCOURAGED 
to use the police/student patrol escort if you are uncomfortable traveling anywhere on campus. You may request an 
escort to accompany you to a campus destination on foot by calling 312.996.2830, and between 11:00pm and 7:00am, 
if you are alone and need to leave the building, you can dial the Red Car service 312.996.6800. You can subscribe your 
cell phone to receive text message alerts. An immediate SMS text alert will be sent in case of emergency 
http://sms.accc.uic.edu. By dialing 5-5555 from a campus phone, you can summon Police or Fire for any on-campus 
emergency. Set up the complete number, 1-312-355-5555, on speed-dial. For more information contact: 
http://sa.uic.edu/student-life/campus-safety.

Academic Integrity 
UIC is committed to providing an environment in which research, learning, and scholarship can flourish and in which all 
endeavors are guided by academic  and professional integrity. All members of the campus community—students, 
staff, faculty, and administrators—share the responsibility of insuring that these standards are upheld so that such an 
environment exists. Incidents of student misconduct are managed by UIC Community Standards and more information 
can be found online: https://dos.uic.edu/community-standards/
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